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ABSTRACT

This article examines the problem of school drop-out among Jenukurba tribal children in the chamarajanagara
district of Karnataka, India. The tribal people are distinct cultural groups, legally categorized- as the Scheduled Tribes.
Drop-out rates of tribal children are higher than children from other social and economic groups in India. The article
examines the reasons for tribal children drop-out of school education. A qualitative and quantitative method has been

employed in this research to study the problem holistically within a district as a single social unit.

A school drop-out survey was conducted among households to ascertain the nature and extent of drop-out from
primary and high school. Subsequently, 92 school drop out children were selected for an intensive study. This paper is

based on studies conducted on Jenukuruba Tribe of the chamartjangar district of Karnataka state India
KEYWORDS: Schedule Tribes, Jenu Kuruba, Dropout Student, Occupation, Education
INTRODUCTION

A conspicuous trait of Indian culture is the sualief tribal society and culture in the midst afapidly changing
society. Scheduled Tribes who inhabit isolated nt@inous regions were not appropriated into thecatjtire based
kingdoms of the plains, in the absence of easy comitation and transport facilities. They are spreadr the entire
country, but are most heavily concentrated in eénéastern and north-eastern India. Two broadstgiescheduling viz.
area based and community based exist for tribesasdunder the Fifth Schedule belong to nine maftes of western and
central region extending from Maharashtra on thestte Jharkhand in the East. Vulnerable tribal pajns of some
states are left out, however, such as in West Berkganataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. The Sixth Sihe applies to
tribal areas in states of the North East. PopulatibScheduled Tribes (STs) in the country is 1&HALe as per Census
2011. ST Population is 8.6% of the total populatidthe country. Population of ST males is 5.25em@nd ST females is
5.20 crore. Decadal growth of ST population is 24%011 as compared to 2001.

Education is one of the primary agents of trans&diiom towards development. Education is in factingout not
only for economic development of tribes, but alspifiner strength of the tribal communities whieigds them in meeting
the new challenges of life. It is the single masportant means by which individuals and society icaprove personal
endowments, build capacity levels, overcome basyrignd expand opportunities for a sustained impneave in their well-
being. Professor AmartyaSen recently emphasizeda¢idn as an important parameter for any inclugjk@wth in an
economy. But the tribes lag behind not only theegehpopulation, but also the Scheduled Caste ptipualin literacy and

education.
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The male-female gap in literacy and educationalimttent among the scheduled tribes is significadtication,
especially in its elementary form, is consideredutfnost importance to the tribals because it isciafufor total
development of tribal communities and is partidyldrelpful to build confidence among the tribesdal with outsiders
on equal terms. Despite the sincere and conceftedseby the government for the overall developtméut they are not
able to participate in the process of developmesthey are not aware of most of the programs aticigs made for their
upliftment. This is mainly due to the high incidenaf illiteracy and very low level of education amgothe tribal people.
(Sahu, 2014)

Government planners see education as indispengableelping tribal peoples cope with national irregon.
Education will also determine their prosperity, s&s and security in life. The tribes which renither deprived of or
negligent toward education will suffer the consetmg Compared with the literacy rates of 73.00% tfar general
population, literacy among tribal peoples in In@aat most 59%. As per 2011 Census, literacy rateSfTs in India
improved from 47.1% in 2001 to 59% in 2011. AmongrBales, literacy rate increased from 59.2% to &8ahd among
ST females, literacy rate increased from 34.8%%d% during the same period. Literacy rate forttital population has
increased from 64.8% in 2001 to 73% in 2011. Thhexe is a gap of about 14 percentage pointseralily rate of STs as
compared to the all India literacy rate. ST femkracy rate is lower by 15 percentage points @spared to overall
female literacy rate in 2011. The Union and thdesgovernments have spent considerable sums of yrioneribal

children education, but the results are meagemg@=of India, 2011)
Tribal Scenario in Karnataka

Tribal communities constitute a significant segmehtindian society and civilization. The Schedul&dbe
population in the State has increased from 34,8808 2001 Census to 42,48,987 in 2011, registeaidgcennial growth
rate of 22.66 per cent. The proportion of the Safextl Tribe population to total population of thei8tis 6.95 per cent.
Bellary has the highest population (10.6%) of Scited Tribes (ST) as a percentage of the ST populati the State.
Raichur (8.6%) has the second highest percenta@d qfopulation followed by Mysore (7.8%) Chitradair(y.1%) and
Belgaum (6.9%). Bellary (4,51.406), Raichur (3,6d4)) Mysore (3,34,547) and Chitradurga (3,02,554) also the
districts where the maximum number of tribals residaichur has the highest population of the STa garcentage of the
total population of the district (19.03%), followdnyy Bellary (18.41%) and Chitradurga (18.23%) dlisst The ST
population of Karnataka is primarily rural (84.7%)istrict-wise distribution of ST population showisat the tribal
population is present in all 30 districts of that8t However, most of these ethnic groups are mamhcentrated in the
districts of Bellary, Raichur, Mysore, Chitradurdgelgaum, Davanagere and Tumkur. These sevenatssaiccount for 52
per cent of the ST population of the State. Theaiamg 48 per cent of the ST population is distréloliin the other 23
districts(Census of India, 2011)

The sex ratio for Scheduled Tribes in Karnatakd98 females per 1000 males which is higher tharalihimdia
average of 964 for STs as well as the State ovavallage of 973 females per 1000 male populatibe.SEx ratios of ST
population in rural and urban areas of Karnataka2®0 and 993 females per 1000 males, respectivigigh increased
from 975 and 960, respectively in 2001. There heenka perceptible improvement in the sex ratioTaf 8ince 1991 when

it was only 961 females per 1000 males.
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The literacy rate of STs in Karnataka is a causedncern, as it has consistently been lower thahdf the total
population. The literacy rate among the tribes,clvhivas 36.0 per cent in 1991, increased to 48.3@et in 2001 and
further increased to 62.1 per cent (male 71.1%fanthle 53.0) in 2011. The literacy rate among thek population in

Karnataka is 74.8 per cent in urban and 59.0 parineural areas.
PVTGs in Karnataka

In 2006, the Government of India renamed the PT&gaaticularly vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGBVTGs
have some basic characteristics -they are mostholgenous, with a small population, relatively phgly isolated, social
institutes cast in a simple mould, absence of @mitanguage, relatively simple technology and westaate of change etc
The various studies conducted by government obsehat these vulnerable communities have experieacdecline in
their sustenance base and the resultant food inggecmalnutrition and ill-health has forced them live in the most
fragile living conditions and some of them are ewswler the threat of getting extinct’. Governmehtiarnataka has
identified (i) Jenu Kuruba; and (ii) Koraga tribas Primitive Tribal Groups (PVTGs). Jenu Kurubds are originally
from Mysore, Chamarajanagar and Kodagu districth ldaraga tribes are from Udupi and Dakshina Kann@tmno,
2016).

About Studied Population

The Jenu Kuruba is one of the major tribal group&arnataka. The population dénu Kurubasis 36,076 in
Karnatakamostly living in the districts of Mysore, KodagwdaChamarajanagar. A few are also found outsideSthee
mostly in the border forests of Tamil Nadu and Kardahe prefixJenu means “honey”, Kuruba indicates their cast name.
The kuruba is the name of large shepherd commuoniarnataka Plateau (Aiyappan, 1948). They haeg thwn dialect
known as Jenu nudi” and follow the Kannada script. They speak Kannadta outsiders. The literacy rate among the
Jenukurubas in Karnataka 56.1 Percent. Male lijerate (59.1%) is higher than the female literaate r(53.1%). This

statistics indicates Jenu Kurba tribal people any backward in educationally and also socio ecacailty.

The Jenu Kurubas are non-vegetarian. Ragi is staple food. They prepamambar (soup) with vegetable
leaves. They consume milk and milk products, ted @offee. Drinking alcohol is common among Jenuuas. First
cross-cousin marriages including those of patritdtenatrilateral cross cousin and maternal un@eeatype are common.
Monogamy is the norm, if the first wife does notmbehildren. Junior sororate is practiced. Divoieg@ermitted. The
eldest son succeeds to the office of his fathere Tenu Kuruba women do not inherit the propertypafents.
They participate in agriculture, cattle rearing amadlection of herbs, roots and fire wood and dbuote to the family
income. They participate in social activity andoa¥gork as labourers. The first delivery takes placthe parental house
of the women. They observe pollution for 12 days;my this period of post delivery pollution; theomen must remain
away from her husband. The naming ceremony is peefd on the 12 day. In some cases, it is done after three months.
Among the Jenu Kuruba a girl attaining pubertyhbain alternate days for one month. She remairsideuthe house for
one month in a hut made up of leaves. She is givearemonial bath, to purify her from ritual poltut. The ceremony

concludes with a feast. Marriage rituals amonglgreu Kurubas are performed in the bride’s home.

The Jenu Kurubas are traditionally food gatherers shifting cultivators. But presently as shiftiogltivation is
banned and many restrictions on the use of fomestraposed by the government, the traditional oatiop of the Jenu

Kuruba is severely affected. They have switched éreen their past nomadic life, to settled life.&yhcultivate their lands
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provided by the government was mainly in the raeg@son and at other times they gather minor fprestuce and work
in the nurseries of the forest department undestieme of social forestry. The Jenu Kurubas arelli$. Their family
deities are chikkamma, doddamma and handhigrayarifima.village deities are pataldamma, periyapattanaia and
kammbadamma for rain and good yields respectivEey sacrifice sheep, goats and chicken to appiesedeities.
They celebrate festivals such as Ugadi, Gouri aadpavali.The Jenu Kuruba had remained isolated &thrar groups.
They have now started living in permanent settlasiand have contacts with other communities abvarlevels, though

they generally do not mix with others (Gupta, 2003)
Statement of the Problem

Drop-out from primary and high school is a multdsed problem. The nature and extent of the dropraries
from place to place, region to region and withiregion from one social group to another. While agsleing the problem,
the specific context must be considered. The proldEdrop-out from primary and high schools is d&ged in the context

of tribal children.

Objectives of the Study
* To study about in which class Jenukuruba childedinsichool
e Tofind out the causes of Drop-out among Triball@en, especially in Jenukuruba
e To give suggestion to improve the education fdralrichildren

Methods of the Study

The present study is based on primdaya collected from 100 sample households from rifall settlements of
Gundlupet taluk of Chamarajanagara district. Foill@athe purposive sampling method. A schedule élue collect data
and also used Interview, observation, group disousgase study methodShe study considered both quantitative and
gualitative method of data collection. To improbe tquality and reliability of the information cadted from the sample

survey.
Review of Literature

There are a good number of studies, explainingctheses and consequences of educational backwardmess
level literacy rate and dropout among the tribaldchn. Such studies are related to a general enagditribal education.
These studies have identified how impact sociodcal economic and other factors on tribal educapooblems like

absenteeism, stagnation and dropout among tritildreh.

Jay & Srihari (2014) conducted a study on Paniyidnes of Kerala. This study finds out Most of themgbed out
children are living with their family. As per théusly signifies, majority of their parents do nowégroper education and
they are early dropouts. The reason their droparevsubjected to poverty and unemployment. But titmvsituations
changed a lot. The parents of the dropped out tasssrpoverty and finance are no more the issaesheir children’s
drop out. The parents are aware that the projectspthat are being implemented for the benefitib&k uplift. As far as

the parents are concerned, the reasons for th@idgput are purely related to individual attitum®education.
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Basumatary (2012) highlighted that School dropapehds upon various factors such as poverty leisthnce
of school from home, transport facilities, qualifteachers, social environment and many otheofacfThis study is a
guantitative analysis of school dropout rate, whghegressed on various variables referred t@etofs here. This study

found statistically significant impact of state poty level and the rural populations.

Chugh, (2011) Found that risk factor being to agdeuen before students enroll in school that isepyy low
educational level of parents the weak family stuitest pattern of schooling of sibling and preschexpperiences, family
background and domestic problems create an envenhmhich negatively affects the value of educatiad responsible
for children dropping out. Children’s from unhegittamily environment are very prone to school dnap@lcoholism of

parents and family schism are some of the negéditers.

Jayachandran (2006) indicate that the major famtairopout are child and parents are not interestestudies,
unable to cope, work for wages, salary, particgrain other economic activities, attend to domedtities and financial

constraints

Pradhan (2001) conducted a case study on probléedugating children in tribal communities. Mainjettive
was to study the ground realities, through casgystypproach, pertaining to the factors that de-vatdi tribal children and
their parents from pursuing formal education. Theganfinding is that there is less enrolment anghhiate of dropout
cases in the primary school among tribals. Lackrefprimary system of 25 schooling in the commuaitgl inadequate

infrastructure in the village schools are the addéil difficulties.

One of the important works done by Naidu (2000) flads out that dropouts are very high in humbetha
interior and distant tribal villages, Female drotsoare more in number than the male dropouts, midmilnadu, female
dropouts are high compared to other states. Inl&ep@rcentages of rural dropout children are ntbaa the Kurumbar
and Mudugar areas. In Andhra Pradesh, majorityropalt children belong to Kondora, Bagatha and mygirRraja. In
Karnataka, the female dropout is less than malpalro The percentage of dropout is more in the grgep of 10-15
years. Economic necessity and parent’'s compulsibsence of Mid-day Meals schemes, improper pravisfouniforms
and textbooks lead to large scale dropouts irhalktates.

RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS

Table 1: Gender of Dropout Children

Particulars | Frequency | Percentage
Boys 39 42.4
Girls 53 57.6
Total 92 100

Education is the single most important factor tewa gender equality and empowerment. But, achoss t
country, females are more likely than males to teod school. Among total dropout children, girlodout rate (57.6%)
higher than boys (42.4%). The reasons why fematesmmre likely than males to be out of school eelat social power
structures and socially-constructed norms thateetfie roles that boys/men and girls/women sholalg. These gender
roles affect the rights, responsibilities, oppoities and capabilities of males and females, indgdheir access to and
treatment in school. Mainly because of genderedgptions of adolescent girls’ roles and resporisisl in most tribal

settlements, girls’ enrolment rates fall when thegch lower secondary school age and then dedlirieef when they
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reach upper secondary school age.

Table 2: Age of the Dropout Children

Age Group | Frequency | Percentage
6-10 7 7.6
11-14 36 39.1
15-18 49 53.3
Total 92 100

The above table shows that 7.6 dropout childrenirar@ge group between 6-10, 39.1% of children ageim
between 11-14, 53.3% of the children are come 1$eb8s age group.

Table 3: Class Wise Dropouts of the Jenukuruba Chilren

Level Frequency | Percent
Lower primary 37 40.2
Higher primary| 41 44.6
High school 14 15.2
PU/College 0 0
Total 92 100

In case of class wise dropouts, majority of 44.@%ukuruba children are being dropouts at Highenary level.
However, 40.2% at Lower primary level 15.2 % oflamuba children are discontinued their Educatibhigh school

level.

Table 4: Parents Education Level of Dropout Childre

Education Level | Frequency | Percent
llliterate 62 67.4
Lower primary 13 14.1
Higher primary 9 9.8
High school 8 8.7
PU/College 0 0
Degree and Abov 0 0
Total 92 100

The relation between drop-out and parental edutasisignificant, as most children in the triba¢arare first
generation school-goers. Table 4 shows that whigepiarents of most of the drop-out children wditeiiates. In case of
parents’ education level 67.4% Jenukuruba parestdligerate. llliteracy is most common among Jemuba, a primitive
Tribe in Karnataka. Next 14.1% of Jenukuruba pardatve studied up to the lower primary and 9.8%ikemba parents
have studied up to the higher primary. 8.7% Jerubairparents have studied up to the high school. dfibyone has
studied up to graduation level.

Table 5: Parents Occupation of Dropout Children

Particulars Frequency | Percent
Agricultuer labour/ daily wages 74 80.4
Agriculture 3 3.2
Collection of minor forest produg 9 9.8
Government emplofy 6 6.6
Self employe 0 0
Others 0 0
Total 92 100
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In case of parents occupation majority of Jenukarake working as agriculture labour and daily wa@esly
3.2% are dependent on Agriculture. 9.8% Jenukuriamailies are dependent on minor forest products &rG%o

Jenukuruba are having govt Jobs.

Table 6: Family Income of the Drop Outs Students

Income Level | Frequency | Percent
Below 10000 44 47.8
10001-20000 39 42 .4
20001-30000 2 2.2
30001-40000 0 0
Above 40000 7 7.6
Total 92 100.0

In case of family income, only 47.8% Jenukurubaifafound below the income level of Rs.10,000.. N&R.4%
of Jenukuruba families income varies from Rs. 12G@®00/. Next, 2.2% Jenukuruba families incomeéegairom Rs.20 to

30,000. Further, 7.6% Jenukuruba family’s incommde than Rs.40, 000

Table 6: Reasons for Dropouts of the Jenukuruba Thal Students

Reasons Frequency | Percent
Poverty 9 9.8
Disinterest and illiteracy of parents 17 18.5
Disinterest of students 11 11.9
Economic activities 8 8.7
Household work 3 3.3
Learning disability 13 14.1
lliness 7 7.6
Lack of Transport 6 6.5
Migration of parents 8 8.7
Socio-cultural factor 7 7.6
other 3 3.3
Total 92 100

In case of reasons for dropouts, 9.8% Jenukurubdests are the dropouts, because of poverty. 18.5%
Jenukuruba students have left the school in betwkeoause of disinterest and illiteracy among theemts. 11.9%
Jenukuruba students are dropouts, because ofatistntin the study and 3.3% Jenukuruba students leétvthe school.
Because of household work, learning disabilitylsa causing factor for the dropouts in all stddieibal children. The
health issue is also a common factor for the drtgpdditransportation problem has also become ornbeofactors for the
dropouts. Migration is the most common among thbeE: It is also affecting the children. 7.6% jeauba children are

the dropouts, because of various Socio — culte@sons.

Table 7: Teachers Opinion on Reasons for Dropouts

Reasons Frequency | Percent
Poverty 2 9.5
illiteracy and dereliction of the paren 5 23.8
Migration of the parents 3 14.3
Medium of instruction 1 4.8
Lack of interest of the students 1 4.8
Economic activities / Household wo 5 23.8
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Lack of transport 4 19.0
total 21 100

In the present study, data collected from 21 te@civbo are working in schools of tribal area. Iseaf Teacher
opinion, 9.5 teachers felt poverty is the main oeafor dropouts. 23.8% of them felt illiteracy adereliction the parents
may be the main factor for dropouts. 14.3 of hatedcmigration and 4.8% teachers have cited medfiimstruction
could be one of the reason for the dropouts. 23&2¥¢hers opined local of opined economic activigied household work
also a common reason for being dropouts amongl tstin@ents. 19.0% of them felt lack of transporalso one of the

reasons for being dropouts-at-all-level.
CONCLUSIONS

The results of the present study have significastlgported the previous studies and reject cettatfitional
factors of school dropouts especially in regardh®e tribal children. The study shows that a largenber of school
dropouts can be prevented by better family eduscatiwareness and creating better livelihood comuliti The economic
aspects of the family is not a direct factor fon@al dropouts as there is no financial implicationexpenditure need to be
spent for schooling, but the economic situationghaf family makes barriers to proper atmospheresfdrooling. A
number of students in this study dropped out obstko take care of their household matters and gfwunger siblings.
There were no collaborated efforts were happeningetween teachers and parents in this regardtit{Paal. M and
Abdul A, 2014), Parents personal, educational acohemic backgrounds have a significant effect osirtlchild's
education. However, if parents are a positive @flee in their Children everyday lives, and mostdntgmtly in their

everyday education.
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